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Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
C/O Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary
Office of Energy Projects

888 First Street, NE, Room 1A
Washington, DC 20426

Subject: Request for FERC Assistance in Strengthening Dominion Energy’s Environmental Stewardship
and Public Interest Responsibilities at Lake Gaston

Dear Debbie-Anne.

On behalf of the Lake Gaston Association (LGA), I respectfully request the assistance of the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) in encouraging Dominion Energy (DE) to strengthen its environmental
stewardship, stakeholder engagement, and public-interest responsibilities associated with the operation of the
Lake Gaston Hydroelectric Project and the Shoreline Management Plan (SMP).

The Lake Gaston Association (LGA) has represented the interests of Lake Gaston property owners, residents,
businesses, stakeholders and recreational users for more than 38 years. Throughout that time, the LGA has
worked collaboratively with DE, state and local governments, stakeholders, its membership, environmental
agencies and local non-profits such as the Lake Gaston Weed Control Council, the Lake Gaston Water Safety
Council, and the Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce to promote the protection and enhancement of its water
quality, quality of life, property values, natural environment and responsible use of Lake Gaston. The LGA, as
you may be aware, are a named official party in the licensing agreement and shall be a representative partner in
that agreement between DE and FERC.

We recognize and appreciate DE’s long history of operating the hydroelectric project safely, reliably and
maintaining the dams to meet criteria and specifications put forth. However, the environmental challenges
facing Lake Gaston today—including increasing cyanobacteria blooms, invasive aquatic vegetation, declining
water quality concerns, safety and shoreline management issues—require renewed leadership positions and a
stronger commitment to the public and property owners purposes embodied within FERC’s licensing
framework.
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We are aware and supportive of the intention of a grass roots letter that has been drafted and sent to local county
commissioners and county managers as well as FERC, respectfully asking for support from FERC to embrace
and encourage DE to assist in the funding of aquatic vegetation detriments to Lake Gaston, its shoreline and its
water quality.

As the Commission is aware, DE owns and manages the lake bed and extensive shoreline surrounding Lake
Gaston under authority granted through its FERC license. With those property rights and operating privileges
comes a continuing obligation and responsibility to manage project lands and waters in a manner that protects
environmental resources, recreational opportunities, the safety, health and well being and the broader public
interest consistent with the Federal Power Act and the terms and conditions of its license.

The LGA leadership was invited along with other leaders of other organizations and involved with DE’s Work
Group meetings and at the table with local officials in assisting with language opportunities in the current SMP
but with very little gains. The LGA respectfully requests the Commission to encourage DE to expand its
commitment in the following areas:

1. Leadership in Mitigating Cyanobacteria (Blue-Green Algae)

The increasing frequency of harmful cyanobacteria blooms presents growing risks to public health, aquatic
ecosystems, recreation, tourism, and the economic vitality of communities surrounding Lake Gaston.

We respectiully request that FERC encourage DE to assume a greater leadership role by coordinating with the
LGA, LGWCC, state environmental agencies, local governments, universities, scientific experts, and
stakeholder organizations to establish comprehensive monitoring, early warning systems, research initiatives,
public communication protocols, and practical mitigation strategies.

2. Expanded Invasive Aquatic Vegetation Management

The spread of invasive aquatic vegetation continues to impair navigation, recreational access, fisheries, habitat
quality, and shoreline use throughout portions of Lake Gaston.

We respectfully request that Dominion Energy expand its financial and operational support for long-term
science-based invasive species management through coordinated planning, treatment programs, monitoring, and
adaptive management in partnership with local and state resource agencies.

3. Retention and Enhancement of Public Shoreline Education Programs
Effective shoreline stewardship depends upon informed property owners and active community engagement.

The Lake Gaston Association respectfully requests that DE retain, enhance, and adequately support public
shoreline education programs that promote responsible shoreline management, erosion prevention, native
vegetation, habitat restoration, water quality protection, and compliance with shoreline management guidelines.

These educational efforts have historically benefited both DE and shoreline residents by improving compliance
while protecting the environmental integrity of the Project.
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4. Recognition of the Lake Gaston Association as a Principal Stakeholder

The LGA has long served as the primary voice of Lake Gaston residents and property owners and has
demonstrated decades of constructive partnership with DE locally. However, Corporate DE has not and should
be a willing partner and stakeholder to these request and obligations.

The LGA was and is formally recognized through the 2009 agreement between DE and the LGA, reflecting the
mutual understanding that meaningful stakeholder participation contributes to responsible management of the
Project.

We respectfully request that FERC encourage DE to reaffirm and strengthen that relationship by:

* Recognizing the LGA as a principal stakeholder representing the interests of lake residents and property
OWners;

 Including the LGA in meaningful consultation regarding environmental planning and shoreline
management;

e Maintaining regular communication regarding emerging environmental issues;

» Supporting collaborative planning initiatives that advance the long-term health of Lake Gaston.

A strong stakeholder partnership benefits DE, the Commission, local governments, and the communities served
by the Project.

3. Financial Support for Water Quality and Environmental Stewardship

Because DE owns and manages the lake bed and shoreline under its FERC license, and profits as a large energy
corporation (Now merging with NewEra), we respectfully request that the Commission encourage DE to
provide meaningful commitment and sustained financial support for programs that protect and improve Lake
Gaston’s environmental resources.

These investments should include support for:

» Cyanobacteria monitoring and mitigation;

e Invasive aquatic vegetation control;

e Comprehensive water quality monitoring;

e Scientific research and watershed studies;

e Shoreline restoration and erosion control;

e Environmental education;

o Habitat restoration projects;

« Collaborative conservation initiatives led by local partners.

These investments represent responsible stewardship of Project resources and directly support the public
benefits that FERC licensing is intended to protect. It should be noted that DE does not now nor in the past
support aquatic vegetation management funding.
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Public Interest Responsibilities

The LGA recognizes that FERC licenses are intended to balance hydroelectric generation with the protection of
environmental resources, recreation, water quality, fish and wildlife habitat, and the interests of the public. The
environmental issues presently affecting Lake Gaston, warrant renewed attention under that public-interest
framework of DE and the SMP.

Our request is not intended to impose unnecessary burdens upon DE, but rather to encourage the Company to
fully embrace its role as steward of one of the Southeast’s most valuable public water resources and to fulfill
both the spirit and intent of its public responsibilities under the Commission’s oversight.

We believe that stronger environmental leadership today will reduce future environmental risks, improve
stakeholder confidence, enhance public trust, and preserve Lake Gaston for future generations.

Accordingly, we respectfully request that FERC engage with DE to encourage:

e Enhanced cyanobacteria mitigation efforts;

» Expanded invasive aquatic vegetation management;

» Retention and expansion of shoreline education programs;

» Recognition and meaningful engagement of the LGA consistent with the 2009 agreement;

» Increased financial investment in environmental stewardship, water quality, and shoreline protection
initiatives.

The LGA remains committed to working cooperatively with DE, FERC, local governments, state agencies, and
fellow stakeholders to ensure that Lake Gaston continues to fulfill its environmental, recreational, and economic
value for the citizens of Virginia and North Carolina.

We appreciate the Commission’s continued oversight of the Lake Gaston Hydroelectric Project, the SMP and
respectfully request your consideration of these recommendations as part of your ongoing compliance and
public-interest oversight responsibilities.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and dedication to protecting the public values entrusted to the
Commission.

Best Regards,
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Daniel “Scooter” Boham

President LGA

Halifax County Director

Halifax County Planning Board member

Halifax County Strategic Economic Development member

ScooterBoham@gmail.com 850-261-4020 Pg. 4




